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West of Scotland Primary Care Cancer Network Regional Newsletter 
 

Covid19 Edition 
 
This network newsletter is intended to summarise current primary care cancer issues at 
national and regional levels. Previous editions are available on the WoSCAN website.  
 
“NHS is Open” Campaign 
 

There has been a 72% fall in “Urgent – 
Suspicion of Cancer” (USoC) referrals. 
In response, a media campaign has been 
running to encourage patients to present 
with urgent medical issues. Specific 
cancer messaging can be found at: 
www.getcheckedearly.org/covid19 
 
Further information and a stakeholder 
toolkit can be found here.  
 

Referral management  
 

Referral guidance remains unchanged. 
This campaign should lead to an 
increase in USoC referrals. However, 
referrals may be managed differently with 
enhanced vetting by consultants using 
remote consulting and options such as 
direct to test, deferral or regrading of 
urgency.  
 

Referrals may be returned if primary care 
management is appropriate or referrals 
do not meet USoC criteria. Please 
include all relevant referral information to 
prevent inappropriate “back to referrer” 
outcomes.   
 

Cancer tracking will continue for patients 
with deferred treatment plans, ensuring 
patients are properly prioritised through 
the recovery phase. Therefore, referrals 
should not be parked or deferred in 
primary care.  
 

Principles of realistic medicine should 
continue to be considered for all patients.  
 

Cancer management plans 
 

Investigation, management plans and 
follow-up of patients may be significantly 
different during the pandemic. Guidance 
for this is issued by the National Cancer 
Treatment Response Group.  
 

Communication has been sent to 
patients. A copy can be found here.  
 

Injectable hormonal cancer therapy  
 

For patients who have been receiving 
hormonal therapy in the community prior 
to the Covid19 pandemic it is important 
that these injections continue wherever 
practical and  safe. A guide for NHS 
GG&C has been developed with 
indicative treatment windows and is 
attached to this document.  
 

If it is not possible to arrange injections 
within these treatment windows please  
alert the cancer care team urgently so 
alternative arrangements can be made.    
 

Cancer screening programmes  
 

Cancer screening remains suspended at 
present.  Re-introduction of screening will 
restart with cervical screening patients 
who are on non-routine recall.  
Further details and plans for other 
screening programmes will follow.  
 

Cancer Research UK Facilitators 
 

The CRUK  facilitators are remotely 
supporting practices focusing on referral 
pathways and safety netting. Contact: 
westscotland.facilitators@cancer.org.uk  
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